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REATER POLAND AS AN ALLY ESSENTIAL TO

By FRANK H. SIMONDS.
HE persistence of the UCpper Silesian
| t-r'ouhlv. the most disturbing single
element in the BEuropean situation
af the moment, should surprise no American
observer of foreign affalvs, for the simple
reason that Poland, taking the larger ques-

of which the Slleslan affair Is only

ane of many phases, is. and will remain for
the future, the Sravest menace to European
=tubility,

It would Le a3 mistake fo charge the re-
sponsibility for this to the Poles themselves,

Vo

I the lust three centuries they have been
tlmost hahitually the vietims, rather than
the authors. of Furopean disorder, Yet

the fact remains that the situation in which
the Pollsh vace finds itself, Its relation to its
nefghbors und its importance to France In
the new Rurapesn adjustment, combine to
make It & source for future dangers even
sreater than that traditional Fastern ques-
tiom, out of which arese the world war

Sinee this situatfon exists and will con-
tinue, there s reason for a brief examina-
tlom of the Polish qguestion. as It now
Vlses once more 1o trouble the world peace.
Looking first at the general European situ-
ution, one onn pereeive that, aside from
Polish matters, there is gradually ecoming
about an adjustment which might easily be
of long duration. True, there remain many
disputes between rival countries—disputes
letweoen the Italians and the Southern Slavs
over Adriatic frontages; between the Greeks
and  Trallans over Albanian marches and
Aegenn  Tslands, betweer the Hungarians
and their several neighbors, who have taken
from the Magyar state provinces which con-
fuin  Rumanian, “lovak and Serbo-Croat
majoritlies.  There 18 a Bulgarian question
for “erb, Rumanian and Greek alike. There
i= a Turkish question for the Grecks.

Frontier Problem of Austria
Looms in Central Europe Again

lLowoking at the ecentre of Europe, there is
the familiar problem of Austria, which Is
secking hy almost daily demonstration to ar-
rive at union  with Germany. The new
Lohemian state, too. has n German minority
which accepts with {ll-grace Incorporation in
the Czecho-SBlovak nation. Tn a word, all
around the edges of the new countries, or
the newly expanded small States, there is
friction. . There may be readjustments, but
time alone can bring about real stability,
Vet aside from the Austrian issue, conditions
dre  plainly approaching a condition of
stabilization, The several treaties, the ar-
rangements between small eountries, these
give solid basis for hope,

Mareover, when one looks at the lurger
states, the situation is even more promising
ftaly has at last established her guards on
the crests of the Alps from Fiume to the
Swiss frontier, [talia Irredenta, that source
of many wars in the last century, has dis-
“Appeared as an lssue. If there are now
Slav and German majorities within Ital-
lan frontiers as the recent election showed,
their olaims do not now constitute a Eu-
ropean menace. The Treaty of Rapallo he-
tween the Jugo-Slav and the Itallans has
heen accepted on both sides of the new
frontier and has brought an end to intrigue
by Ttaly and unceasing threat by Slav.

As to France, she has returned to the
Rhine and with the reconquest of the “Loat
Provinees™ has, lke Italy, parted with an
issue which has heen in the back of all
French minds ever sinee the Treaty of
Frankfort.  Real peace between Germany
nd France was Impossible while Clermany
lield Strasbourg and Mets, :

To be sure, there is the German hope of
reconquest, but one may take present Gier-
man threiats with a grain or salt. Seated
o1 the Rhine and the Sarre, France has an
immensely fencible frontler. To attack, Ger-
many must now invade, not alone through
Belgivm but also through Holland, as some
of her generals urged in 1014, and this means
adding Duteh and Belglan armies to French
and almost inevitably insures the reappear-
ance of Britaln on the Continent, Even the
Sarre Basin, which Is a thorny problem, can
be disposed of when the hour arrives, thir-
teen years hence, without necessarily con-
stituting a cause for war,

Paris Settlement Shows a Gain
In West and South Despite Outcry

The simple fact ik that the geographi-
vl settlements of the Paris Conference in
the west and south, despite all the outery
which they have occasioned, represent a
gain for European order as well as for racial
integrity.  Certainly economic adjustments
hetween the succession States of Austria are
easential, must come, but, deduction again
being made for Austria, reasonnble solu-
tions are not Impossibile, Accopting for the
moment the view that the reparations I=sue
has passed out of the debate, Ruropean
peaes wonld seem probable were the western
obstacles alone to be considered.

But It {s at this moment that the Pollsh
fuestion takes on its true significance, We
may believe that Germany, in the end and
with reluctance, might Aceept the Alsace-
lorrajne decision of the Treaty of Paris be-
cause the present and the future dangers
of challenging it are enormous, would not
Imponsibly hying Germany again Into col-
lislon with the nations which defeated her
in the recent war, All of whom have a debt
of honor to France, so far as the question

Alsiee-Lorraine s conoerned, We may
belleve that the western frontier of Gormany
would be accepted hy Cermans as well as
by Frenchmen and Belglans, just as it seems
probable that what constitutes the natural
frontiers of 1taly will stand the test of time.

But ecan any German accept the Pollsh
wettlement? Let us concede nt once that this
settlement, so far ax It hins been made, rep-

resents an injustice 1o the Poles rather than
‘o the Germans, The partition of Poland, en-
egineersd by Froderick the Great, was one
af the supreme political crimes of all his-

tary. The steady colonlantion of Cermans
an territory which was clearly Pollsh hax
rapresented only  the second step In dhe
wrong done the Polish peaple If Upper

Silesin in whole or It part is retained by

fiermany more Poles will still live andee
frerman rule than Germans within the froti-
tlers of the new Pollsh Republic

Fut this does not In the least change the

fact that the Treaty of Paris out Prussia in
hanlf. Tt separated East Prussia from the
main mask of the old Hohenzollern mon-
srehy, thrusting the notorious Danteig “cor-
ridor” northward. In giving the Poles Posen,
v provinee in which the Slav majority was
overwhelming, the Paris Conferance made
Rerlin almost a fromtler elty. CGranted that
only a portion of the Sjlesinn mineral folds
fall to Poland ultimately, Gormany will lose

i considerable source of wealth and u por-
tion of her resources for modern war, which
v founded upon coal atid fron beyond all
[

Every German statesman from Frederick
the Grost anward has spoken of all other
problems of his oountry ss iner by com
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Analysis of Europe’s New Problem Made by Frank H. Simonds Reveals How Necessary It
Is for the Gallic Republic to Have Strong Friend in the East to Offset Possible Teuton
Ambitions in the Future---Britain’s' Policy Aims for Peace and Trade but
I.eaves Way Open for Renewal of War

parison with the Polisly yuestion. To be-
Heve that sixty or seventy milllons of Ger-
mans will permanently endure a situation in
which their country is divided by the Danzig
=trip, will accept the loss of Danzig, Posen,
Thorn, Bromberg, to say nothing of other
lunds that may be lost in Upper Silesin, is to
helieve what is on the face of it lmpossible,
Moreover, whatever be the expansion of
Polnnd In the mext two or three decades,
whatever the gain in consolidation and re-
integration, JPoland cannot hope to be a
matelt for the Germany which must pres-
ently become again a world Power.

In this situation the FPrench policy makes
1iself felt, France, too, with & prospective
forty millions of people a few decades hence,
cannot resign herself to impotence in the
presence of a Germany of seventy millions,
setting out on & new career of conquest,
with Poland as tne first objective and the
whole of middle Europe ne an attractive
artichoke, to be eaten leaf by leaf. Granted
that the restored Germany might long delay
an attack tn the west, glven its dungers, the
time might well eome even there when even
Erltigh intervention would have no peril, no
threat for a Germany expanded to cover all
the lands between the Vistula and the Rhine
and between the Baltie and the Black Sea.

Following 1870, *rench poliey sought and
found In the Russian alliance the only pos-
sible  counterweight (o German. menace,
France could not then stand alone against
Germany; she canuot to-morrow. The Brit-
ish alliance will not suffice, for Britain does
not and will not maintain an army ¢
upon conseription. In 1914 Britain could
get only four divisions to Mons in August,
she had but six at the Marne in September,
ond the seventh did not reach Belgium until
Ooetober. This small but infinitely precious
reenforcement, moreover, was not sufficient
to bridge the gap between German and
French effectives

It was the Russian offensive in East
Prussia, not the British divislons, which
saved France at the Marne, by compelling
the Germana to send two corps and a eav-
alry divislon east before the declsive battle.
To-day, with Russla gone, France must still
seek an eastern ally, and that ally is, in the
nature of things Poland. With thirty mil-
lions of people. with a system of conscrip-

tlon, with an sarmy trained under French
direction. Poland can supply the numbers
essential to Insure French safety, to take

off enough of the German mass to enable
France to make good the Rhine barrier at
the very least.

There, after all, is the naked truth of the
new Buropean sltuation. French safety
depends upon Polish strength. [If Frande
is to be insured against a new German
mendce, that Insurance must be found in
Poland. But to obtaln the Polish insurance
France is hound to lend all her assistance
to the Poled; she must stand with them
egainst the Russlans., as she did in the crisls
of last summer, when Weygand and Jusse-
rand went to Warsaw; she must stand with
them in Upper Silesia, Every ounce added
to the welght of Poland is an ounce taken
off the burdén of France on her.own fron-
tiers when Germuny regains her strength,

But—and the fact s capital—Germuny
cannot and will not accept the Polish settle-
ment. If an accldent of war should bring
an Amerlean defeat and, as Zimmermann
in his notorious proposal suggested, Cali-
fornia, New Mexico, Texas and Arizona
should be returned to Mexico, can any one
imagine the American nation aecepting the
decision? T am not suggesting the situations
are intrinsically identical. Polish rights to
Posen, West Prussia and Upper Silesia are
gomething far more solidly founded on
present ethnle conditions than the Mexican
title to certain American States, but the

Germun feeling in the present situation is
preclsely what the American would be In
the instance 1 have suggested.

Prussin remalns the dominant factor in
Germany, and will remain, The greatness
of Prussla was founded on the selzure of
Stlesta and the partition of Poland. Berlin,
the Prussian as well as the German capital,
s an open eity barely a hundred miles from
the new Polish boundary posts. East Pros-
sia is divided from Pomerania by the Danzig
corridor, and Danzig, one of the truly great
German cities, ls lost fo Germany, while
Konigsberg, which has s peculiar hold upon
Prussian sentiment, is to-day the capital of
an enclave in Slav territory. ]

Now, British policy, as contrasted with
the French, hias always looked at the ques-
tion of peace. France has sought and seeks
gecurity. Britaln, secure within her islands,
aims at such adjustments in Burope as
will avold any war, and, above all, any war
which may affect Britain. A century and
. quarter ago British policy consented to
the last partition of Poland, because It was
a detall in obtalning Prussian and Austrian
asfistance in the war against the French
Hevolution, which was a menace to British
escurity, At Paris, two years ago, Britaln
was ready to make any sacrifice of Polish
interests to avoid the certainty of a later
German challenge to the Versailles settle-
ment,

The American must clearly
essentinl - difference in  objective
Briton and of the Frenchman, to
truth in the latest Buropean affair “ritain
desires to aveld another contine: war,
s#0 perilous to her commerce and he Indus-
try. In any war between Germany and
France she would almost Inevitably be
dragged In, as, she was pefore, because o
victorious Germany at Calais and Antwerp
would be a deadly peril for her. But sneh

grasp the
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a wiar |s almost inescapable if Poland b
erected into a State, ocoupying most if not
all of the truly Polish lands which were
stolen by the Prussians under Frederick
the Great and have been held in political
servitude and agalnst the will of their in-
habitants ever since,

Recall British polley in the Balkans and
the parallel is luminating. The British
under Beaconsfleld were always ready to
turn back Christian populations to Turkish
butchers, hecause British policy aimed at
restraining Russian advance on Constanti-
nople, and the Christian populations of the
Balkans, being malnly Slave, seemed to
Pritish eyes eertain to become tools of Rus-
slan ambition, British poliey in the Baltic
to-day I8 quite like British policy in the
Near Bast in the days of the Congress of
Berlin.

At Paris the British were ready and eager
to make Poland the sacrifice essential to in-
sure a going pesce.  They fought both the
French ' and the Americans successfully,
seeking reductions of the territories assigned
to Poland, because they saw In such assign-
ments the certainty of a later German war,
which would invelve the rest of Europe, al-
most ineluctably., And they were just as
ready fo sacrifice Poland to Russia, when
the Red armles approached Warsaw and
Huropenmn stability seemed endangered by
the Boishevist invasion,

French policy, on the contrary, supported
the Poles in all cases, not primarily because
there was a profounder French appreciation
of the imminent justice of the Polish claims
but because Poland was a factor, a vital fac-
tor in French security. As for the Ameri-
cans they wandered between the two policies,
on the whole seeking larger concessions for
the Polez than were allowed, because Mr.
Wilson adhered (o his Fourteen” Points, of
which self-determination was one of the
nearest to his heart. In the end it was

Golf Ball Leads Its Sports Brothers

Expert Estimates 300,-
000 Dozen Costing
$3,000,000 Are Used
Annually on U. S
Links

[:UNSIDER the ball, It = frequently
and vehemently described, especially
during the week end, ag the mean-
e¢st of all Inanimate things, But, considering
its lot, it has a right to be.

In the good old days, which never are but
always were, a sportsman desiring a little
amusement would call together the gang of
jron workers, mechanics and blacksmiths
which was his valet, have himself inserted
into & suit of galvanized clothes, and gn
forth on horseback to spear a nelghboring
sport similarly attlred and of like disposi-
tion, Tt was a fine game for the winner, and
the loser never appealed the declsion.

A little later in the history of our civiliza.
tion the seeker of recreation, deprived of
messing up his fellow man by newly in-
stituted game laws, would take his gun and
make things interesting for other animals
Frequently, of course, he would also bag #
man, but thiz was not considered cricket
The animals, however, have tired of this
sport and retired Into pots, deep forests and
zoologleal gardens,

Nowadays the seeker of amusement
thrusts himself into apparel fully as strange
,):'-nd almost as uncomfortable as that of his
knightly predecessor and goes out in his tin
six and pleks on a small and unoffendineg
ball, All the pent Aip human cuossedness
which formerly vented itself on fellow men
and beasts is now heaped upon the ball.

As & general thing a man or woman does
not wage warfare of the unrestricted type on
more than one variety of ball. If he or she
plays tennig, golf {8 regarded a= highbrow
and baseball as lowbrow. If baseball charms,
golf s stated to be n thing for old men
and tennis for sissies. If it is tennis that
boats "em all, golf 18 & game for those whe
enjoy walking on the grass without fear of
being arrested and baseball a thing in which
nine men band together to play parts that
a single really energetic tennls playver could
handle all alone,

The mortallty among these tiffee types of
balls Is exceedingly high. It Is rare for a
ball that has really been in use to live to
the ripe old age of one year. The first hat
ter up in a baseball game, may, in response
to requests from the stand, knock the cover
off. Or he may hit it over the fence or foul
it Into the stands, In any case |ts debut
in the league in also its exit, In the two
latter cases, samd Jot artists will probably
have a few whacks at it, but In any event
the ingenulty of man has not yvet devised
a tall that can exist long In association
with a bat,

Some of the Many Mean Traits
Displayed by Golf Balls and Others

The pecullar form of meanness in which
the golf ball delights s concealing tself
from view. You are supposed to have your
eve on the Imll when you address it, but
most  golfers address it with greater seal
when it Is concenled In an area of turf where
it would be ubsolutely impossible to secrete
W peanut. Mevenge I8 sweet, thinks the golf
ball in ita little hole, an it Ustens cheerfully
to the sound of the golfer finding it, And
the vituperating golfer knows that at that
purticulnr minute he could knock that pars
tirular ball so far that the record drive
would look lke n mark set for croquet fans,
The golf ball hius undoubtedly declded upon
hiding out as its means of defence bocause
of it# comparative Indestructibility.

Inguiry into the subject of the manufac-
ture of balls revenls n constant process of
improvement. Manufacturers strive nlways
1o Inerease the pep of the ball and ot the
sime time to lengthen te life,  The base-
ball started life In 1845 on the Elysian
Fielils, where Hoboken now s, as a hall
welghing six and a half ounces, measuring
tem and n half inches In elreumference,
wnd containing o centre of two aond o half
wunees of rubber, 11 was covored with yarn

and value of each type.

The accompanying diagram shows graphically the annual consump-
tion of golf, tennis and base balls in the United States, and the quantity

Now It is five to five and a
quarter ounces and nine to nine and one-

and leather.

quarter inches in circumferance, with a
cork centre. The balls used (n the old Eng-
lish game of rounders, the ancestor of base-
ball, were of various sizes,

Af to the number of golf, tennis and
baseballs In use, the subject is as wide as
the United States and as long as the Mis-
sissippl River. It would be hopeless for even
a weather prognosticator, who will guess on
anything, to estimuate, unless equipped with
gome  special knowledge, Therefore THE
New York Hemano requested  Jullan W.
Curtlss, president of A, G Spalding &
Bros, who probably keeps a keener eye
on the sporting situation than any other
man in the country, to tell approximately
the number of the three types of balls used.

Mr. Curtlss, after considering the ques-
tlon for twenty-four hours, estimated that
200,000 dogen golf halls, 3,600,000 Hitle gutta
percha spheres, are demanded yearly by In-
satiable wielders of the driver and putting
iron. Tennls balls, he sakd, are bopght at
the rate of about 130,000 domen, 1,660,080, a
year. The great bulk of these are of Ameri-
can manufacture,

Concerning basehalls Mr, Curtiss declined
to make an estimate.  He oxplained that
basehalls range In grade from the 323,50 cork
centre ball used by the major snd minor
jengues, college teams nnd other nmnteur
and  prafessional  pluyers, down to  the
“pascinll” mnde of rags with  Iimitntion
leather cover retadling around twenty cents

and used by juvenile playvers in back Jots,
stroets, and meadows all over the country.
“Concerning the number of baseballs, 1

can only sy that there are many times
mote of high grade golf balls thaa basgeballs
in use” Mr., Curtiss suid,  “Of all the base-
balls sald every vear the number of high
grade 1k relitively low,"

To many peopld the fact that more golf
brils are used yearly than tennis balls comes
as a surprise.  Colf balls have an alr of in-
destruetibility and permanenoes about them

not possessed by the =ofter tennis ball. The
explnnation probably  ls that golfers are
replly more namerous than the avernge ob-
server imagines, and golf balls lead o harder

life at the hands—or elubs—of heavy drivers
than would seem possibile.  Golfers have a
Habit of hiding away thelr links= in rather
sechuded pluced in the siburbs of citles or
out In the opon coun

wl ihetle olyos Wre

kept in lockers and not displayed so much
upon the streets as tennls racqueis,

w  tennis player, needing much| less
space than the golfer, plays In the city or
much nearer it in bold disregard of the
number who may see him make a beautiful
Lawford that almost clears the net, or a
lob that lands the hall only a foot or so back
of the base line,

Questioned as to the recent comparative
inereases in the demand for the three types
of balls, Mr. Curtiss said that the golf ball
has shown the greatesy increase of Iate. In
the Inst six yoars the demand for these has
maore than doubled. Hoth baseballs and tennis
balls are “demanded In  greater numbers
yearly, but fhey are not so popular as the
golf ‘ball,

One reason why the baseball has ot
leaped upward of recent years as much as
might he expected is that n great many of
the fans donfine thelr enthusiasm for the
natlonal pastime to sitting in the shade of
the grand sta find exercising thele lings.

“The Increas in the demand for balls s
not a sure indication of the Increasing num-

ber of playvers” Mr. Curtlss sald In dis-
cussing  the inerease In athletics in this
country. “For instance, although the sale

of tennis halls does not indicate a grent Jump
in the number of players, there has been n
large Inerease in the popularity of this game.

Tennls balle of the present day, however,
last much longer than the old balls dld, so
af course the pumber of balls per player
Is loss

"The ald tennie ball had in It o rilber
pluk,  which sometimes hecame loose or

otherwise interfered with play and shortered
the Jife of the ball,. Now the two halves of
the bull are Joined by o process sliminating
thizx plug and increasing the life of the ball,
Another improvement is the comenting on
nf the cover instead of stitching it on.  This
hiae been o blg gain, Our new processes
mnke possible the elimination of part of the
human element in the tall and the substitu-
thon of the surer machine”™

The blg manufacturéers of balls competn
koonly

more than almost any other pro=
ducors in thelt efforts to improve thelr
nrticies The Bpalding company, for ex-

ample, employs experts who work on noth-
ing elae.,  The manufacture of tennls, golf
and base alls i nx delicate o process as the
muking of p telescope, Mr., Curtiss sald.
The workmen are of the highest type, nnd

in Quantity
Only 130,000 Dozen
Tennis Balls De-
manded --- Guess

About Baseballs Is
One Million

& great number of balls are discarded as
not up to standard.

The amount of money =pent on halls alone
is Impressive. The golf ball, for Instance,
probably costs the players in this country
about $3,000,000. In addition to this, of
course, there is the cost of bags, clubs,
gloves, membership dues, books of instruc-
tion, grips, shoes, stockings, other clothes,
liniment, &c. Tennls balls, the best of which
cogt B0 cents aplece and are by far the
greatest number vsed, cost close to a million
dollars, in addition to racquets, nets, shoes.
hats, flannels, sweaters, membership dues or
rental of courts, grips, books, &c.

As for the baseball, the range from $2.50
to 20 cents and the uncertain number make
estimates hard, but probably half a million
dollars  would not be overestimating this
gingle Item in the long lst of equipment
needed for the natlonal pastime,

. One item in the cost of sporting goods that
the publle probably does not realize It s
paying is the tax of 10 per cent. Mr, Curtlss
brought this out in speaking of golf balls,

“There hds boen no change in the price
of golf balls In four years,” he sald, “The
golf ball is probably the only artlele in this
elasz, In that time the tax of 10 per cent,
hus been absorbed by the manufacturers,
We have been enabled to do this by the
decrease in the cost of rubber. As a matter
of tact, however, the great inerease in lnbor

"costs more than offsets this drop In rubber,”

In connection with this 10 per cent, tax on
aporting goods, which has been called by
sportsmen “a tax on the physical wellbeine
of the boyhood and manhood of the country
it lg iInteresting that the tax on chewlng
gum, equipment for a very mild form of
exercise, is only 3 per cent. The feminine
half of America suffers less by taxes, for
cosmetics, hair dyes, and taleum powder
uave a levy of only 4 per cent. upon them.

Standardization Most Important
In Baseball and Tennis Ball

An interesting point in connection with
oalls is that tennis balls and baseballs have
both been stgndardized much more than
the golf ball. In go!f no particulnr brand
of ball has been adopted, but in the last
year the rulés have been changed by the
United Stutes Golf Association and the Royal
and Ancient in Britaln, to specify that a
ball not smaller than 1.62 Inches [n diameter
nor more than-1.62 ounces in welght be used
In tournament golf. Any make can be used
by Individunl players,

“The reasoni why no particular make of
lmll his been selectod as officlal in the golf
field is that only one player uses the bl
in the course of the tournament,” Mr. Cur-
tins mnid. “In tennis and baseball there
has to be not only a standnrd ball, but one
of a partleular make, because with thes.
halls the player is asking hix opponent to
use the same ball, Your ball may sult your
style of play yet send him off his game,

“Ragehill without a particular make would
w chaos, For Instance, a team of henvy
hitters, llke New York, might go over to
Brookiyn, That team would introduce what
I enlled n “punk ball” o ball that no om
could hit much beyond the outflelders. On
the contrary when Hrooklyn ecame to New
York the home team would Introduce an ex-
ceptionally lvely ball and procesd to knoek
it pver the fence time after time,

“The only way to avold this condition i=
to ndopt a particular ball, as the big leagnes
have 119:"-. #0 that every one I8 tested as to
#lze, welght, &c., so that all are precisely
alike. In golf there Is no need for this, as
it 1s only falr that each player shall use
the ball he finds fis hin game bewt,”

With daylight saving in effect in New
York and many other communities through-
out the country, it begins to Ieok more and
more ap If the unfortunnte bhaseball, the wn-
Tucky golf ball nnd the unhappy tennls bal
wore in this year for an anparalleled career
of shooting through the wir,

FRANCE

Liloyd George who prevailed upon the Presi-
dent to reduce the Polish corvider and pro-
vide a plebiscite for Upper Silesia, originally
assigned to the DPolus,

To-day, in Upper Silesin, Britist
follows the same course, It will necessarily
continue to follow it. The more that s
taken from Gecrmany, (rrespective of the
moral claims of Germany to it, the more
cortaln  Germany is, when she becomes
Strong, to seek to recover the lost ground.
But such an effort spells a new European
war. Therefore, the British deem It the wise
course to take as little as possible from Ger-
many. Even the return of Alsace-Lorraine
to France found British unofficial epposition
before the armistice and finds present critics
fo-day, for precisely the same reason.

A week ago I dwelt upon the other phase
of British policy, the desire to restrain
France, become the greatest military power
in Europe, the return to the traditional
policy of the balance of power. This, too, is
a dominating influence, but beneath all else
lies the British instinet to avold war by con-
cesslons, concessions  which may sacrifice
principle to  praetical considerations, hut
serve an obvious and unmistakable purpose,

Poland Already Has Enough
To Excite Germany to Seek Revenge

It remains true, however, and here Is
the soufce of much contemporary British
criticlsm of Fench pjolicy, that the solution
which has so far been arrived at in the
matter of Poland, negatives all British pur-
pose and wish, To be sure Poland has not
acquired all that France, or even the United
Btates, as represented by President Wilson,
would have ussigned to her at Paris. But
she has enough to Insure German pursuit
of revenge, of a new European settlement,
Her frontiers can be maintained against
Germany, when Germany recovers, only hy
force and by the force of France as well as
of Poland, BEven this foree will not in the
long run restrain Germany from trying to
regaln what she has lost of her old steal-

policy

ings.  And this means a new continental
WAT.
Take the British view from the British

standpoint: Before and durlng 1914, Russia
supported Serbia. Serbia was in dispute with
Austria; the merits of the dispute are clear,
hut they are unimportant. As a conse-
quence of this dispute came the Herajevo
Tragedy, the Austrian Ultimatum, the de-
cislon of Russia to support Serbla, of Ger-
many to back Austria, of France to remain
faithful to her Slay AllY. Then came the
invasion of Helgium and finally Britain was
driven into a war, which in its origing did
not touch her at all, that is in its apparent
orlgins. While the question was Serbian,
Sir Edward Grey manifested actual sym-
pathy with the Austro-German case, While
it was still Russo-German, he stood un-
moved. KEven when It became French half
of his Cabinet were cold. But becoming
Delglan, it became British,

Now here, beginning under British CYeR,
Is & new condition quite comparable with
the old. The British are not interested in
the frontiers botween Poland and Germany.
They are not prepared to fight to sustain
Poland, cither against Germany or against
Russin—just as the U'nited States 18 not
But French policy makes an castern policy
a western question. 17 Germany acts against
the Poles, France will move aguinst  the
Germans, Giermany. can only fight France
through Belgium and 10 a moment we are
bacl at all the old evil circumstances of, the
World War, with all Its terrible conse-
quences,

Repetition of Great War Means
Destruction for Britain and Europe

Put the thing very simply. The Hritish
want peice In Europe: peace because peace
Is essential to their own domestic existence,
let alone prosperity, since the cloging of the
Buropean markets brings ruin to British
industry. To obtain that peace they are
prepared to  sacrifice Polish  interests 1o
German, just as they subordinated the In-
terests of the small Balkan people to Turkish
when Turkey was a vital factor in British
foreign policy in the Near East, A continua-
Hon of present European unrest o repetition
of the recent war any time ir # next cen-
tury, means the ruin not alone of Furope
but of Great Britain (tself,

The French, on thelr part, want security
This securlty ean be obtalned only hy the
construction and maintenance of a Poland
sufficiently strong to bridge the wide and
ever growing  difference hetween German
and French population. France, therefore,
must support and muaintain all Polish claims
which have a basis in right or a relation to
French necessities in the matter of Germuany.
It Poland is crushed then France ean no
longer maintain herself agalnst Germany.
=ave as the British consent to an alllance
and to an adoption of conseription—and the
British will do neither,

As for the Germans, Lhey will not aceept
Poland as It has been constructed; they
would not hive accepted any Poland whieh
contalned territory once included within
German frontiers, although stolen by Prus-
sipn sovereigns in the past. And Poland
without such territory would be eceonomic-
ally first and politically later the mere
ereature of Germany, which woiild hold the
Danzig gatewny to the sgea and possess all
the conl, or most of It, which is essential to
the development of Polish Industry,

There, In a nutshell, is the real situntion
with respect of Poland and the truth about
British and French policies. This is the
chaog into which we Americans have just
come, after having stnyed ont of Furopean
discuseions for many, many months, If yvop
read British newspapers you find groat and
always [nereasing irvitution with the French
because of thelr champlonship of Poland.
Stripped of all camouflage this means that
Poland constitutes in British eyes a danger
to world pence, o possihle oceasion for
British participation unwillingiy in a new
world atruggle. Iteis the fact of Poland that
the Hritish with thelr unerring Instinet in
foreign politics obfect to, because the fact
of Poland constitutes the greatest siagle
danger to Ruropean peace henreforth as far
A% One can see, =

Rend the Frenci newspapers, ngaln elimi-
nating all the portiona of the articles which
deal with moral and sentimental issurs, and
it will be seen that Poland is for France, the
cornerstone of the new Europe, and French
resentment at British polley, which has been
conetant at the Parls conference and since.
grows out of the fact that, for the French.
Hritain in her readiness to snerifice Poland
geome in reallty to be sacrificing France,

Actunlly BEuropean history to-day is he-
ginning to revolve around a new plvot. New
nillances are taking shape, new pollcles are
coming to the surface, but most important
of all political questions —acespting the ropn-
rations  dispute ax  henceforth  economic
which is a lwrge assumption—ix the Polish
problem, of which the Upper Bilesinn dispute
te only o detail
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